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Jesus taught his followers that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter heaven. Yet by the fall of Rome, the church was becoming rich beyond measure. Through the Eye of a
Needle is a sweeping intellectual and social history of the vexing problem of wealth in Christianity in the
waning days of the Roman Empire, written by the world's foremost scholar of late antiquity.

Peter Brown examines the rise of the church through the lens of money and the challenges it posed to an
institution that espoused the virtue of poverty and called avarice the root of all evil. Drawing on the writings
of major Christian thinkers such as Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Brown examines the controversies and
changing attitudes toward money caused by the influx of new wealth into church coffers, and describes the
spectacular acts of divestment by rich donors and their growing influence in an empire beset with crisis. He
shows how the use of wealth for the care of the poor competed with older forms of philanthropy deeply
rooted in the Roman world, and sheds light on the ordinary people who gave away their money in hopes of
treasure in heaven.

Through the Eye of a Needle challenges the widely held notion that Christianity's growing wealth sapped
Rome of its ability to resist the barbarian invasions, and offers a fresh perspective on the social history of the
church in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of
Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Through the Eye of a
Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the
Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD ended up being making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West,
350-550 AD is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West,
350-550 AD. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Felicia Sharpton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Through the
Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD suitable
to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Through the Eye
of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 ADis the main
one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Gloria Castaldo:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.



You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West,
350-550 AD this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why
this book ideal all of you.
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