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'A silent and loving woman is a gift of the lord'

This 'excellent comedy of affliction' enjoyed enormous prestige for more than a century after its first
performance: for John Dryden it had 'the greatest and most noble construction of any pure unmixed comedy
in any language'. Its title signals Jonson's satiric and complex concern with gender: the play asks not only
'what should a man do?', but how should men and women behave, both as fit examples of their sex, and to
one another? The characters furnish a cross-section of wrong answers, enabling Jonson to create riotous
entertainment out of lack, loss and disharmony, to the point of denying the straightfowardly festive
conclusion which audiences at comedies normally expect. Much of the comic vitality arises from a
degeneration of language, which Jonson called 'the instrument of society', into empty chatter or furious
abuse, and from a plot which is a series of lies and betrayals (the hero lies to everyone and Jonson lies to the
audience). The central figure is a man named Morose, who hates noise yet lives in the centre of London, and
who, because of his decision to marry a woman he supposes to be silent, exposes himself to a fantastic
cacophony of voices, male, female and - epicene.

This student edition contains a lengthy Introduction with background on the author, date and sources, theme,
critical interpretation and stage history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
require this Epicoene or The Silent Woman (New Mermaids).

Judith Lea:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is suitable
to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Epicoene or The Silent Woman (New Mermaids) as your daily resource
information.

Charles Powers:

The actual book Epicoene or The Silent Woman (New Mermaids) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Jeffery Chavis:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Epicoene or The Silent Woman (New Mermaids). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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