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Spectacular Miracles confronts an enduring Western belief in the supernatural power of images: that a statue
or painting of the Madonna can fly through the air, speak, weep, or produce miraculous cures. Although
contrary to widely held assumptions, the cults of particular paintings and statues held to be miraculous have
persisted beyond the middle ages into the present, even in a modern European city such as Genoa, the
primary focus of this book.
Drawing upon rich documentation from northwest Italy and elsewhere, Spectacular Miracles shows how
these images “work” in a range of historical contexts. Jane Garnett and Gervase Rosser vividly evoke ritual
animation of the image and the phenomenology of the beholder’s experience. These images, they
demonstrate, have the subversive potential of the miraculous image to bypass clerical and secular authority, a
power enhanced by reproducibility—devotion is hard to control when a copy of a venerated image is held to
carry the same supernatural potential as the original, even when in a digital form mediated by the Internet.
Engaging with the history, anthropology, and visual culture of images and religion, Spectacular Miracles is a
convincing study of the continuing power of faith and art.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Chagnon:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Spectacular Miracles:
Transforming Images in Italy from the Renaissance to the Present is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Scott Foust:

The book untitled Spectacular Miracles: Transforming Images in Italy from the Renaissance to the Present
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go
through.

Alva Stephenson:

Beside this particular Spectacular Miracles: Transforming Images in Italy from the Renaissance to the
Present in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Spectacular Miracles: Transforming Images in
Italy from the Renaissance to the Present because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

Weston Brock:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book Spectacular Miracles: Transforming Images in Italy from the Renaissance to the Present. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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