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Maimonides was not the first rabbinic scholar to take an interest in philosophy, but he was unique in being a
towering figure in both areas. His law code, the Mishneh torah, stands with Rashi's commentary on the
Babylonian Tamud as one of the two most intensely studied works of medieval rabbinic scholarship, while
his Guide for the Perplexed is the most influential and widely read Jewish philosophical work ever written.
Admirers and critics have arrived at wildly divergent perceptions of the man. We have Maimonides the
atheist or agnostic, Maimonides the skeptic, Maimonides the deist, Maimonides the Aristotelian, the
Averroist, or proto-Kantian. We have a Maimonides seduced by the blandishments of 'accursed philosophy;'
a Maimonides who sowed the seeds that led to Spanish Jews' loss of faith and mass apostasy and who was
therefore responsible for the demise of Spanish Jewry; a Maimonides who incorporated philosophical
elements into his rabbinic works and wrote the Guide for the Perplexed, not to propagate doctrines to which
he was personally committed, but in order to rescue errant souls seduced by philosophy; a Maimonides who
was the defender of the faith and defined the articles of Jewish belief for all time. In his own estimation,
Maimonides was neither exclusively a dedicated philosopher nor exclusively a devoted rabbinist: he saw
philosophy and the Written and Oral Torahs as a single, harmonious domain, and he believed that this view
was similarly fundamental to the lives of the prophets and rabbis of old. In this book, Herbert Davidson
examines Maimonides efforts to reconstitute this al-embracing, rationalist worldview that he felt had been
lost during the millennium-long exile. *** "Davidson contributes much to the understanding of Maimonides
... recommended for all students of Maimonides and religious thought." - Stephen D. Benin, Religious
Studies Review, Vol. 38, No. 2, June 2012 [ Subject: Jewish Studies, History, Medieval Studies, Philosophy,
Religious Studies]
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From reader reviews:
Mary Case:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer involving Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman
Library of Jewish Civilization) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Leona Hicks:

The actual book Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) has alot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Benjamin Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think reading
abook can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book,
getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of
Jewish Civilization) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Ann McLemore:

Y ou can get this Maimonides the Rationalist (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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