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Anything that can be automated, will be. The “magic” that digital technology has brought us — self-driving
cars, Bitcoin, high frequency trading, the internet of things, social networking, mass surveillance, the 2009
housing bubble — has not been considered from an ideological perspective. The Critique of Digital
Capitalism identifies how digital technology has captured contemporary society in a reification of capitalist
priorities, and also describes digital capitalism as an ideologically “invisible” framework that is realized in
technology. Written as a series of articles between 2003 and 2015, the book provides a broad critical scope
for understanding the inherent demands of capitalist protocols for expansion without constraint (regardless of
social, legal or ethical limits) that are increasingly being realized as autonomous systems that are no longer
dependent on human labor or oversight and implemented without social discussion of their impacts. The
digital illusion of infinite resources, infinite production, and no costs appears as an “end to scarcity,”
whereby digital production supposedly eliminates costs and makes everything equally available to everyone.
This fantasy of production without consumption hides the physical costs and real-world impacts of these
technologies.

The critique introduced in this book develops from basic questions about how digital technologies directly
change the structure of society: why is “Digital Rights Management” not only the dominant “solution” for
distributing digital information, but also the only option being considered? During the burst of the “Housing
Bubble” burst 2009, why were the immaterial commodities being traded of primary concern, but the actual
physical assets and the impacts on the people living in them generally ignored? How do surveillance
(pervasive monitoring) and agnotology (culturally induced ignorance or doubt, particularly the publication of
inaccurate or misleading scientific data) coincide as mutually reinforcing technologies of control and
restraint? If technology makes the assumptions of its society manifest as instrumentality — then what
ideology is being realized in the form of the digital computer? This final question animates the critical
framework this analysis proposes.

Digital capitalism is a dramatically new configuration of the historical dynamics of production, labor and
consumption that results in a new variant of historical capitalism. This contemporary, globalized network of
production and distribution depends on digital capitalism’s refusal of established social restraints: existing
laws are an impediment to the transcendent aspects of digital technology. Its utopian claims mask its
authoritarian result: the superficial “objectivity” of computer systems are supposed to replace established
protections with machinic function — the uniform imposition of whatever ideology informs the design.
However, machines are never impartial: they reify the ideologies they are built to enact. The critical analysis
of capitalist ideologies as they become digital is essential to challenging this process. Contesting their
domination depends on theoretical analysis. This critique challenges received ideas about the relationship
between labor, commodity production and value, in the process demonstrating how the historical Marxist
analysis depends on assumptions that are no longer valid. This book therefore provides a unique, critical
toolset for the analysis of digital capitalist hegemonics.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Critique of Digital
Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital Culture and Technology will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Shawn Howe:

The e-book untitled The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital
Culture and Technology is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Critique of Digital
Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of Digital Culture and Technology from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Heather Vazquez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the
Political Economy of Digital Culture and Technology why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tim Gonzalez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book The Critique of Digital Capitalism: An Analysis of the Political Economy of
Digital Culture and Technology. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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