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However much the extending of America's borders may have seemed like destiny at the time, much of the
process was not as noble as its early proponents declared, and in the Southwest it represented at least
partially a deliberate land grab. The work of one rather eccentric idealist, a Virginian named Nicholas Philip
Trist, allows modern Americans to consider what happened during the years 1846-48 without what one
writer called "a thorough revulsion." Nicholas Trist (1800-74) was one of those rare public figures who
really live dangerously, prepared to risk everything for principle. Generally unknown today, and slighted or
scorned when mentioned at all, he was a man of importance in his time, for he defied a presidential recall
order and negotiated with Mexico the treaty that won for the United States the vast Southwest. Trist was
closely acquainted with the great ones of his time—including Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and
Andrew Jackson—and was esteemed by those who really knew him. This well-written biography of Trist is
also, then, a story of many of the important people and movements of his time. Trist was an idealist, more
uncompromising than his idol, Thomas Jefferson (who was also the grandfather of Trist's wife). Trist was
respected by many of his contemporaries and, surprisingly for a man of his unbending character, befriended
by many. Yet there were many who despised him. On two unrelated occasions, eight years apart, he stood as
the most controversial figure in America. In some ways, he was his own worst enemy, as Ohrt skillfully
shows. An astonishing haughtiness in a man of relatively modest station enabled him to condescend to
presidents, quarrel with military commanders, and hurl insults at the House of Lords. Yet the diplomats with
whom he worked in Mexico admired and respected him for his unfailing patience and courtesy under the
most trying conditions. Ultimately, his career was thoroughly destroyed by its one great, defining
achievement: the negotiation of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the peace that ended the Mexican War.
Ohrt demonstrates that Trist's quintessential character can best be distilled in a tribute he paid to another: "He
is . . . a true lover of justice." Only one Trist biography has appeared to date, and it does not cover the full
life and relationships as this one does. Sources for this imminently readable biography include the
voluminous correspondence of the Trist and Randolph families of Virginia, biographies of notables
mentioned, and the most respected histories of the times and events. Those interested in the diplomacy of the
era and especially of the U.S.-Mexican War will read with interest the story of the intrigues and rivalries
behind the political and military activities of the war, which are vividly presented here.
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From reader reviews:

April Young:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War
(Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). Try to face the book Defiant Peacemaker:
Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) as your
pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

George Degregorio:

The reason why? Because this Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lee Erbe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the
Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest), you are able to enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Elizabeth Blake:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to



something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is niagra Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the
West and Southwest).
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