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Contemporary American poetry has plenty to offer new readers, and plenty more for those who already
follow it. Yet its difficulty?and sheer variety?leaves many readers puzzled or overwhelmed. The critic,
scholar, and poet Stephen Burt sets out to help. Beginning in the early 1980s, where critical consensus ends,
Burt canvasses American poetry of the past four decades, from the headline-making urgency of Claudia
Rankine’s Citizen to the stark pathos of Louise Glück, the limitless energy of J. F. Herrera, and the erotic
provocations of D. A. Powell.

The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them is a guide to the diverse
magnificences of American poetry today. It presents a wide range of poems selected by Burt for this volume,
each accompanied by an original essay explaining how a given poem works, why it matters, and how the
poem speaks to other parts of art and culture. Included here are some classroom classics (by Ashbery,
Komunyakaa, Hass), less famous poems by very famous poets (Glück, Kay Ryan), and poems by
prizewinning poets near the start of their careers (such as Brandon Som), and by others who are not?or not
yet?well known.

The Poem Is You will appeal to poets, teachers, and students, but it is intended especially for readers who
want to learn more about contemporary American poetry but who have not known where or how to start. It
describes what American poets have fashioned for one another, and what they can give us today.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary
American Poems and How to Read Them. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Antonio Duncan:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Poem Is You: Sixty
Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lisa Christopher:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Poem Is You: Sixty
Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Phillis Ries:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Poem Is You: Sixty
Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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