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Global environmental change, argues Michel Serres, has forced usto reconsider our relationship to nature. In
this translation of hisinfluential 1990 book Le Contrat Naturel, Serres calls for a natural contract to be
negotiated between Earth and its inhabitants.

World history is often referred to as the story of human conflict. Those struggles that are seen as our history
must now include the uncontrolled violence that humanity perpetrates upon the earth, and the uncontrollable
menace to human life posed by the earth in reaction to this violence. Just as a socia contract once brought
order to human relations, Serres believes that we must now sign a"natural contract” with the earth to bring
balance and reciprocity to our relations with the planet that gives uslife. Our survival depends on the extent
to which humans join together and act globally, on an earth now conceived as an entity.

Tracing the ancient beginnings of modernity, Serres examines the origins and possibilities of a natural
contract through an extended meditation on the contractual foundations of law and science. By invoking a
nonhuman, physical world, Serres asserts, science frees us from the oppressive confines of apurely socia
existence, but threatens to become a totalitarian order in its own right. The new legislator of the natural
contract must bring science and law into balance.

Serres ends his meditation by retelling the story of the natural contract as a series of parables. He sees
humanity as a spacecraft that with the help of science and technology has cast off from familiar moorings. In
place of the ties that modernity and analytic reason have severed, we find a network of relations both
stranger and stronger than any we once knew, binding us to one another and to the world. The philosopher's
harrowing and joyous task, Serrestells us, isthat of comprehending and experiencing the bonds of violence
and love that unite us in our spacewalk to the spaceship Mother Earth.

"Wise, rich and poetic . . . not simply a philosophical study of the Environment, or an ecological questioning
of Philosophy . . . Nature is acknowledged as an inside force which breaks [the philosopher's] discourse, and
opensit up to avigilant poetic meditation."--Substance: A Review of Theory and Literary Criticism
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From reader reviews:
Adele Rowan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature and
Science) iskind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Diana Saffold:

This The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature and Science) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature and
Science) can be on thelist of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature and Science) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

L edlie Jasso:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto study a book. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature and Science) provide you with anew experience in looking at a
book.

Michael Madden:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What
you need to do isjust spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
several booksin the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Natural Contract (Studiesin Literature
and Science). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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