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The Avant-Garde in Interwar England addresses modernism's ties to tradition, commerce, nationalism, and
spirituality through an analysis of the assimilation of visual modernism in England between 1910 and 1939.
During this period, a debate raged across the nation concerning the purpose of art in society. On one side
were the aesthetic formalists, led by members of London's Bloomsbury Group, who thought art was
autonomous from everyday life. On the other were England's so-called medieval modernists, many of them
from the provincial North, who maintained that art had direct social functions and moral consequences. As
Michael T. Saler demonstrates in this fascinating volume, the heated exchange between these two camps
would ultimately set the terms for how modern art was perceived by the British public.

Histories of English modernism have usually emphasized the seminal role played by the Bloomsbury Group
in introducing, celebrating, and defining modernism, but Saler's study instead argues that, during the
watershed years between the World Wars, modern art was most often understood in the terms laid out by the
medieval modernists. As the name implies, these artists and intellectuals closely associated modernism with
the art of the Middle Ages, building on the ideas of John Ruskin, William Morris, and other nineteenth-
century romantic medievalists. In their view, modernism was a spiritual, national, and economic movement,
a new and different artistic sensibility that was destined to revitalize England's culture as well as its
commercial exports when applied to advertising and industrial design.

This book, then, concerns the busy intersection of art, trade, and national identity in the early decades of
twentieth-century England. Specifically, it explores the life and work of Frank Pick, managing director of the
London Underground, whose famous patronage of modern artists, architects, and designers was guided by a
desire to unite nineteenth-century arts and crafts with twentieth-century industry and mass culture. As one of
the foremost adherents of medieval modernism, Pick converted London's primary public transportation
system into the culminating project of the arts and crafts movement. But how should today's readers regard
Pick's achievement? What can we say of the legacy of this visionary patron who sought to transform the
whole of sprawling London into a post-impressionist work of art? And was medieval modernism itself a
movement of pioneers or dreamers? In its bold engagement with such questions, The Avant-Garde in
Interwar England will surely appeal to students of modernism, twentieth-century art, the cultural history of
England, and urban history.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Avant-Garde in Interwar England:
Medieval Modernism and the London Underground is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Jackie Lafond:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the
London Underground it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Jessica Adkins:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Avant-Garde in
Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Avant-Garde in Interwar
England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground become your personal starter.

Dawn Bliss:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism
and the London Underground why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will



not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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