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Popular readings of Johnson as a dictionary-maker often see him as a writer who both laments and attempts
to control the state of the language. Lynda Mugglestone looks at the range of Johnson's writings on, and the
complexity of his thinking about, language and lexicography. She shows how these reveal him probing
problems not just of meaning and use but what he considered the related issues of control, obedience, and
justice, as well as the difficulties of power when exerted over the 'sea of words'. She examines his attitudes to
language change, loan words, spelling, history, and authority, describing, too, the evolution of his ideas
about the nature, purpose, and methods of lexicography, and shows how these reflect his own and others'
thinking about politics, culture, and society. The book offers a careful reassessment of Johnson's prescriptive
practice, examining in detail his commitment to evidence, and the uses to which this might be put.

Dictionary-making, for Johnson, came to be seen as a long and difficult voyage round the world of the
English language. While such images play their own role in lexicographical tradition, Johnson would, as this
volume explores, also make them very much his own in a range of distinctive, and illuminating, ways.
Johnson's metaphors invite us to consider-and reconsider-the processes by which a dictionary might be made
and the kind of destination it might seek, as well as the state of language that might be reached by such
endeavours. For Johnson, where the dictionary-maker might go, and what should be accomplished along the
way, can often seem to raise pertinent and perhaps troubling questions.

Lynda Mugglestone's generous, wide-ranging account casts new light on Johnson's life in language and
provides a convincing reassessment of his impact on English culture, the making of dictionaries, and their
role in a nation's identity. She ends by considering the power of Johnson's legacy and the degree to which his
work continues to guide our attitudes to language and what we variously expect dictionaries to be and do.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Samuel Johnson and the Journey into Words. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Samuel
Johnson and the Journey into Words. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Doreen Looney:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Samuel Johnson and the Journey
into Words can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Fred Nelson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Samuel Johnson and the Journey into Words was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Samuel Johnson and the Journey into Words has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that
will.

Peter Christensen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Samuel Johnson and the Journey into
Words.
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