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What is poetry? Why do human beings produce and consume it? What effects does it have on them? Can it
give them insight into truth, or is it dangerously misleading? This book is a wide-ranging study of the very
varied answers which ancient philosophers gave to such questions. An extended discussion of Plato's
Republic shows how the two discussions of poetry are integrated with each other and with the dialogue's
central themes. Aristotle's Poetics is read in the context of his understanding of poetry as a natural human
behaviour and an intrinsically valuable component of a good human life. Two chapters trace the
development of the later Platonist tradition from Plutarch to Plotinus, Longinus and Porphyry, exploring its
intellectual debts to Epicurean, allegorical and Stoic approaches to poetry. It will be essential reading for
classicists as well as ancient philosophers and modern philosophers of art and aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Huynh:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient
Philosophy). Try to the actual book Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) as
your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Harry Oliver:

This book untitled Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Herbert Turley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key
Themes in Ancient Philosophy) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Ancient
Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Edna Dixon:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key
Themes in Ancient Philosophy) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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