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In Renaissance Italy a good execution was both public and peaceful, at least in the eyes of authorities. In a
feature unique to Italy, the people who prepared a condemned man or woman spiritually and psychologically
for execution were not priests or friars, but laymen. This volume includes some of the songs, stories, poems,
and images that they used, together with first-person accounts and ballads describing particular executions.
Leading scholars expand on these accounts with articles explaining particular aspects of the theater,
psychology, and politics of execution. The main text is a manual, translated in English for the first time, on
how to comfort a man in his last hours before beheading or hanging. It became an influential text used across
Renaissance Italy. A second lengthy piece gives an eyewitness account of the final hours of two patrician
Florentines executed for conspiracy against the Medici in 1512. Shorter pieces include poems written by
prisoners on the eve of their execution, songs sung by the condemned and their comforters, and popular
broadsheets reporting on particular executions. It is richly illustrated with the small panel paintings that were
thrust into prisoners faces to distract them as they made the public journey to the gallows. Six
interdisciplinary essays explain the contexts and meanings of these writings and of execution rituals
generally. They explore the relation of execution rituals to late medieval street theater, the use of art to
comfort the condemned, the literature that issued from prisons by the hands of condemned prisoners, the
theological issues around public executions in the Renaissance, the psychological dimensions of the
comforting process, and some of the social, political, and historical dimensions of executions and comforting
in Renaissance Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Therese Watson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Art of Executing Well: Rituals of Execution in
Renaissance Italy (Early Modern Studies v. 1 ). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book The Art of Executing Well: Rituals of Execution in
Renaissance Italy (Early Modern Studies v. 1 ). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Clifford Caldwell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Art of Executing Well: Rituals of
Execution in Renaissance Italy (Early Modern Studies v. 1 ) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sandra Bland:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Art of Executing Well: Rituals of Execution
in Renaissance Italy (Early Modern Studies v. 1 ) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Anthony Muller:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Art of Executing Well: Rituals of
Execution in Renaissance Italy (Early Modern Studies v. 1 ), you can enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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