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At once brave and athletic, virtuous and modest, female martyrs in the second and third centuries were
depicted as self-possessed gladiators who at the same time exhibited the quintessentially "womanly" qualities
of modesty, fertility, and beauty. L. Stephanie Cobb explores the double embodiment of "male" and "female"
gender ideals in these figures, connecting them to Greco-Roman virtues and the construction of Christian
group identities.

Both male and female martyrs conducted their battles in the amphitheater, a masculine environment that
enabled the divine combatants to showcase their strength, virility, and volition. These Christian martyr
accounts also illustrated masculinity through the language of justice, resistance to persuasion, and-more
subtly but most effectively-the juxtaposition of "unmanly" individuals (usually slaves, the old, or the young)
with those at the height of male maturity and accomplishment (such as the governor or the proconsul).

Imbuing female martyrs with the same strengths as their male counterparts served avital functionin
Christian communities. Faced with the possibility of persecution, Christians sought to inspire both men and
women to be braver than pagan and Jewish men. Y et within the community itself, traditional gender roles
had to be maintained, and despite the call to be manly, Christian women were expected to remain womanly
in relation to the men of their faith. Complicating our understanding of the social freedoms enjoyed by early
Christian women, Cobb's investigation reveals the dual function of gendered language in martyr texts and its
importance in laying claim to social power.
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From reader reviews:
Esta Banks;

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
doinwhich. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Dying to Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian
Martyr Texts (Gender, Theory, and Religion) to read.

Larry Hudgens:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
particular aren't like that. This Dying to Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian Martyr Texts
(Gender, Theory, and Religion) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer of Dying to Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian Martyr Texts
(Gender, Theory, and Religion) content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different asit. So, do you even now thinking
Dying to Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian Martyr Texts (Gender, Theory, and Religion) is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Arthur Furr:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld may share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld alwaystry to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Dying to Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian Martyr Texts (Gender, Theory, and Religion).

Michael Castillo:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever ssmply by searching fromit. It is called of book Dying to
Be Men: Gender and Language in Early Christian Martyr Texts (Gender, Theory, and Religion). Y ou can

add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It ismost significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination



to other place.
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