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Chaplain James D. Johnson chose to accompany his men, unarmed, on their daily combat operations, a
decision made against the recommendations of his superiors. During what would be the final days for some,
he offered his ministry not from a pulpit but on the battlefields—in hot landing zones and rice paddies, in
hospitals, aboard ship, and knee-deep in mud. He even found time for baptisms in the muddy Mekong River.

“You've never really lived until you've almost died,” writes Johnson, one of the youngest army chaplains at
the time. Through his compelling narration, he takes us into the hearts of frightened young boys and the
minds of experienced men. In Combat Chaplain, we live for eight and one-half months with Johnson as he
serves in the field with a small unit numbering 350 men. The physical price can be counted with
numbers—ninety-six killed and over nine hundred wounded. Only those who paid it can understand the
spiritual and psychological price, in a war that raised many difficult moral issues. “It placed my soul in the
lost and found department for awhile,” Johnson writes.

Also provided here is an in-depth look at the “Mobile Riverine Operations,” a rare joint effort in which the
U.S. Army and Navy combined forces. Johnson describes the workings of the flotilla and the complexity of
having these two military branches in combat operations.

This is one man's chronicle of Vietnam and the aftermath of war, of his coming to terms with his
posttraumatic “demons,” and his need for healing and cleansing which led him to revisit Vietnam twenty-
eight years later. Veterans of the Vietnam war and other wars, their family members, pastors, chaplains,
mental health workers, and anyone who has experienced trauma will find this story of interest.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Combat Chaplain: A Thirty-Year Vietnam Battle it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Houston Boynton:

Combat Chaplain: A Thirty-Year Vietnam Battle can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Combat Chaplain: A
Thirty-Year Vietnam Battle although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Willie Carlos:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Combat Chaplain: A Thirty-Year Vietnam Battle this publication consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Julie Bailey:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Combat Chaplain: A Thirty-Year Vietnam Battle can make
you feel more interested to read.
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