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"I'm continually intrigued by the manner in which the natural and human histories of any given region
overlap and eventually commingle. That process is ongoing, of course, anywhere one chooses to reside, but
in no place I've experienced or read about is there a richer context than here in these mountains." This
intriguing collection of intertwined essays results from writer George Ellison's thirty-year fascination with
Western North Carolina and its Blue Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains. Gathered into three broad sections-
-Natural History, Cherokees and Mountaineers--these insightful essays provide a wealth of historic detail and
offer a window onto the rich cultural heritage of this stunning and oft-misunderstood part of the country.
Through a diverse cast of characters including early explorers and European plant hunters, a Cherokee
shaman or two, weather sharps, a hermit, a moonshiner, several writers of note, ornithologists and naturalists,
we hear stories in a distinctly Appalachian tone and gain an understanding of mountain life and lore. We
develop a new language fit for mountain life, speaking of balds, knobs, gaps, seeps, springheads and shoals,
and begin to understand the roots of the names Crooked Arm, Deeplow Gap and the Boogerman Trail. We
see the world through the eyes of the ancient Cherokees, for whom the Nantahala Gorge, for example, was a
"chasm of horrors" associated with the "uktena," a mythic serpent from the dreaded Under World.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Knowles:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name MOUNTAIN
PASSAGES: Natural and Cultural History of (American Chronicles) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled MOUNTAIN PASSAGES: Natural and
Cultural History of (American Chronicles)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Miguel Ross:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually MOUNTAIN PASSAGES: Natural and Cultural
History of (American Chronicles). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Joseph Davis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and MOUNTAIN PASSAGES: Natural and
Cultural History of (American Chronicles) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes MOUNTAIN PASSAGES: Natural and Cultural History of
(American Chronicles) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Brenda Anderson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the MOUNTAIN PASSAGES: Natural and Cultural History of (American Chronicles)
when you needed it?
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