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The death of Pope John Paul II and consequent election of Pope Benedict XVI has shed light on a political
process that the world has not been privy to for almost twenty-six years. People from around the world
gathered in St. Peter's Square, wondering who the next Vatican leader would be and how the election process
really worked, while everyone from international news correspondents to local priests added their own
opinions to the debate.

In Heirs of the Fisherman, former Vatican insider John-Peter Pham presents a candid portrait of the modern
Vatican, the only account to reveal the striking changes to papal succession procedures made by John Paul II.
Blending political and ecclesiastical history, Pham goes beyond a mere description of the complex rituals to
offer rare insight into the dramatic shifts inside the College of Cardinals, whose 100 members now hail from
50 nations around the globe. He takes us into the secret conclave, where the electors were kept under lock
and key, until they had selected a new pope. He also includes a chapter devoted to the intrigues of the 20th
century where the first conclave had an emperor's veto and the last was won by the first non-Italian in four
centuries becauase the Italians were bitterly divided.

With a new Preface, Afterword, and appendices that include an English translation of the last will and
testament of Pope John Paul II, Heirs of the Fisherman is an illuminating history and must-have guide to this
vitally important world event. It will continue to be an indispensable reference to observers of future
Catholic Church politics.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

The book Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Heirs of
the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a book Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of
Papal Death and Succession. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Sandra McLean:

This Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession are generally reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes
of Papal Death and Succession can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal
Death and Succession giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Charles Adams:

This book untitled Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Pamela Postma:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the
Scenes of Papal Death and Succession.
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