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The Devil in Disguise illuminates the impact of the two British revolutions of the seventeenth century and the
shifts in religious, political, scientific, literary, economic, social, and moral culture that they brought about.

It does so through the fascinating story of one family and their locality: the Cowpers of Hertford. Their
dramatic history contains a murder mystery, bigamy, a scandal novel, and a tyrannized wife, all set against a
backdrop of violently competing local factions, rampant religious prejudice, and the last conviction of a
witch in England.

Spencer Cowper was accused of murdering a Quaker, and his brother William had two illegitimate children
by his second 'wife'. Their scandalous lives became the source of public gossip, much to the horror of their
mother, Sarah, who poured out her heart in a diary that also chronicles her feeling of being enslaved to her
husband. Her two sons remained in the limelight. Both were instrumental in the prosecution of Henry
Sacheverell, a firebrand cleric who preached a sermon about the illegitimacy of resistance and religious
toleration. His parliamentary trial in 1710 provoked serious riots in London. William Cowper also intervened
in 1712 to secure the life of Jane Wenham, whose trial provoked a wide-ranging debate about witchcraft
beliefs.

The Cowpers and their town are a microcosm of a changing world. Their story suggests that an early
"Enlightenment," far from being simply a movement of ideas sparked by "great thinkers," was shaped and
advanced by local and personal struggles.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bryan:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion, and
Fanaticism in the Early English Enlightenment will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading
the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Amy Rodriguez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion, and Fanaticism in the
Early English Enlightenment book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion,
and Fanaticism in the Early English Enlightenment content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you even now thinking The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion, and Fanaticism in the Early English
Enlightenment is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lenore Cortez:

This book untitled The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion, and Fanaticism in the Early English
Enlightenment to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Federico Hayward:

Exactly why? Because this The Devil in Disguise: Deception, Delusion, and Fanaticism in the Early English
Enlightenment is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I



will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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