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The amusement parks which first appeared in England at the turn of the twentieth century represent a
startlingly novel and complex phenomenon, combining fantasy architecture, new technology, ersatz danger,
spectacle and consumption in a new mass experience. Though drawing on a diverse range of existing leisure
practices, the particular entertainment formula they offered marked a radical departure in terms of visual,
experiential and cultural meanings. The huge, socially mixed crowds that flocked to the new parks did so
purely in the pursuit of pleasure, which the amusement parks commodified in exhilarating new guises.
Between 1906 and 1939, nearly 40 major amusement parks operated across Britain. By the outbreak of the
Second World War, millions of people visited these sites each year. The amusement park had become a
defining element in the architectural psychological pleasurescape of Britain. This book considers the
relationship between popular modernity, pleasure and the amusement park landscape in Britain from 1900-
1939. It argues that the amusement parks were understood as a new and distinct expression of modern times
which redefined the concept of public pleasure for mass audiences. Focusing on three sites â€“ Blackpool
Pleasure Beach, Dreamland in Margate and Southend's Kursaal â€“ the book contextualises their
development with references to the wider amusement park world. The meanings of these sites are explored
through a detailed examination of the spatial and architectural form taken by rides and other buildings. The
rollercoaster â€“ a defining symbol of the amusement park â€“ is given particular focus, as is the extent to
which discourses of class, gender and national identity were expressed through the design of these parks.
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From reader reviews:

Christa Nisbet:

This The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest
in reading this The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Allen Reilley:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

David Creason:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Architecture of Pleasure: British
Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) can make you experience more interested to
read.

Anthony Wilson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Architecture of Pleasure: British
Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to



make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Architecture of Pleasure: British
Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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