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Li Zhi's iconoclastic interpretations of history, religion, literature, and social relations have fascinated
Chinese intellectuals for centuries. His approach synthesized Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist ethics and
incorporated the Neo-Confucian idealism of such thinkers as Wang Yangming (1472–1529). The result was
a series of heretical writings that caught fire among Li Zhi's contemporaries, despite an imperial ban on their
publication, and intrigued Chinese audiences long after his death.

Translated for the first time into English, Li Zhi's bold challenge to established doctrines will captivate
anyone curious about the origins of such subtly transgressive works as the sixteenth-century play The Peony
Pavilion or the eighteenth-century novel Dream of the Red Chamber. In A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep
(Hidden), Li Zhi confronts accepted ideas about gender, questions the true identity of history's heroes and
villains, and offers his own readings of Confucius, Laozi, and the Buddha. Fond of vivid sentiment and sharp
expression, Li Zhi made no distinction between high and low literary genres in his literary analysis. He
refused to support sanctioned ideas about morality and wrote stinging social critiques. Li Zhi praised
scholars who risked everything to expose extortion and misrule. In this sophisticated translation, English-
speaking readers encounter the best of this heterodox intellectual's vital contribution to Chinese thought and
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

This A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics)
are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this A Book
to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be one
of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside
that this A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian
Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sandra Williams:

The book A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian
Classics) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Joshua Parsons:

This A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics)
is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the
Asian Classics) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

Sondra Spencer:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top checklist
in your reading list is definitely A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings
(Translations from the Asian Classics). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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