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When the Civil War ended, hundreds of African Americans enlisted in the U.S. Army to gain social mobility
and regular paychecks. Stationed in the West prior to 1898, these black soldiers protected white
communities, forced Native Americans onto government reservations, patrolled the Mexican border, and
broke up labor disputesin mining areas. African American men, themselves no strangers to persecution,
aided the subjugation of Indian and Hispanic peoples throughout the West. It can hardly be surprising, then,
that the relations among these groups became complex and often hostile-hardly surprising, but rarely
examined.

Despised by the white settlers they protected, many black soldiers were sent to posts along the Texas-Mexico
border— perceived to be a*“ safe place to put them.” The interactions there among blacks, whites, and
Hispanics during the period leading up to the Punitive Expedition and World War | offer the opportunity to
study the complicated, even paradoxical nature of American race relations. James N. Leiker has applied the
sophisticated perspectives of new social history to the experience of the buffalo soldiers and their legacy in
southern and western Texas in an effort to gain new insight about race in the West.

Racial Borders establishes the army’ s fundamental role in transforming the Rio Grande from a *“frontier”
into a“border” and shows how that transformation itself brought a tightening of racial and national
categories. But more importantly, it warns about the dangers of simplifying history into groupings of “white
and non-white,” “oppressors and oppressed.”

Leiker draws on Mexican and U.S. military records and Texas state and black national newspapersto do

more than provide an account of the shifting loyalties of race and nationalism along the Rio Grande over a
fifty-year span; he reminds scholars and reformers about the tangled history of race relationsin America.
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From reader reviews:
Jessica Wilson:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along
the Rio Grande (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville). All type of
book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media

LavonneY ates.

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now istaking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Racial Borders. Black Soldiers along the Rio
Grande (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A& M University-Kingsville) as your daily
resource information.

Joshua Cameron:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
some sort of book. It isredly funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande (Perspectives on
South Texas, sponsored by Texas A& M University-Kingsville) it is very good to read. There are alot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Marvin Davidson:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be go through. Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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