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The year 2016 will mark the centennial of the birth of Albert Murray (1916–2013), who in thirteen books
was by turns a lyrical novelist, a keen and iconoclastic social critic, and a formidable interpreter of jazz and
blues. Not only did his prizewinning study Stomping the Blues (1976) influence musicians far and wide, it
was also a foundational text for Jazz at Lincoln Center, which he cofounded with Wynton Marsalis and
others in 1987. Murray Talks Music brings together, for the first time, many of Murray’s finest interviews
and essays on music—most never before published—as well as rare liner notes and prefaces.

For those new to Murray, this book will be a perfect introduction, and those familiar with his work—even
scholars—will be surprised, dazzled, and delighted. Highlights include Dizzy Gillespie’s richly substantive
1985 conversation; an in-depth 1994 dialogue on jazz and culture between Murray and Wynton Marsalis;
and a long 1989 discussion on Duke Ellington between Murray, Stanley Crouch, and Loren Schoenberg.
Also interviewed by Murray are producer and impresario John Hammond and singer and bandleader Billy
Eckstine. All of thse conversations were previously lost to history. A celebrated educator and raconteur,
Murray engages with a variety of scholars and journalists while making insightful connections among music,
literature, and other art forms—all with ample humor and from unforeseen angles.

Leading Murray scholar Paul Devlin contextualizes the essays and interviews in an extensive introduction,
which doubles as a major commentary on Murray’s life and work. The volume also presents sixteen never-
before-seen photographs of jazz greats taken by Murray.

No jazz collection will be complete without Murray Talks Music, which includes a foreword by Gary
Giddins and an afterword by Greg Thomas.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Jones:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz
and Blues is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Christopher Burnham:

This Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and Blues are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on
Jazz and Blues can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and Blues giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rebecca Dryden:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and Blues, you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Tommy Bowles:

Why? Because this Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and Blues is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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