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In February 1933, Adolf Hitler had only a tenuous grasp on power. Chancellor of Germany for merely four
weeks, he led a fragile coalition government. The Nazis had lost seats in the Reichstag in the recent election,
and claimed only three of 13 cabinet posts. Then on February 27, arson sent the Reichstag, the home and
symbol of German democracy, up in flames. Immediately blaming the Communists, Hitler's new government
approved a decree that tore the heart out of the democratic constitution of the Weimar Republic and
cancelled the rule of law. Five thousand people were immediately arrested. The Reichstag fire marked the
true beginning of the Third Reich, which ruled for 12 more years. The controversy surrounding the fire's
origins has endured for 80.

In Burning the Reichstag, Benjamin Hett offers a gripping account of Hitler's rise to dictatorship?one that
challenges orthodoxy and recovers the true significance of the part the fire played. At the scene the police
arrested 23-year-old Marinus van der Lubbe, a Dutch Communist stonemason. Though he was initially
dismissed abroad as a Nazi tool, post-war historians since the 1950s have largely judged him solely guilty?a
lone arsonist exploited by Hitler. Hett's book reopens the case, providing vivid portraits of key figures,
including Rudolf Diels, Hermann Goering, Joseph Goebbels, and the historian Fritz Tobias, whose account
of the fire has, until now, been the standard. Making use of a number of new sources and archives, Hett sets
the Reichstag fire in a wider context, revealing how and why it has remained one of the last mysteries of the
Nazi period, and one of the most controversial and contested events in the 20th century. Burning the
Reichstag will stand as the landmark work on this subject.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the
Third Reich's Enduring Mystery had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Burning the Reichstag: An
Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation
into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Loretta Tellis:

Typically the book Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Rena Campbell:

The actual book Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Jesse Eriksen:

The book untitled Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.
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