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Zen Masters of Japan is the second book in a series that traces Zen's profoundly historic journey as it spread
eastward from China and Japan, toward the United States. Following Zen Masters of China, this book
concentrates on Zen's significant passage through Japan. More specifically, it describes the lineage of the
great teachers, the Zen monk pioneers who set out to enlighten an island ready for an inner transformation
based on compassionate awareness.

While the existing Buddhist establishment in Japan met early Zen pioneers like Dogen and Eisai with fervent
resistance, Zen Buddhism ultimately perservered and continued to become further transformed in its passage
through Japan. The Japanese culture and Japanese Buddhism practices further deepened and strengthened
Zen training by combining it with a variety of esoteric contemplative arts—the arts of poetry, the tea
ceremony, calligraphy, and archery. Zen Masters of Japan chronicles this journey with each Zen master
profiled. The book shows how the new practices soon gained in popularity among all walks of life—from the
lowly peasant, offering a hope of reincarnation and a better life; to the Samurai warrior due to its casual
approach to death; to the ruling classes, challenging the intelligentsia because of its scholarly roots.

A collection of Zen stories, meditation, and their wisdom, Zen Masters of Japan also explores the illusive
state of 'No Mind' achieved in Japan that is so fundamental to Zen practices today.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East.

Ashley Taylor:

The book Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Zen Masters of
Japan: The Second Step East to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open
up and read a book Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Gilbert:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Ok Lord:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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