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M. Friquegnon's A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Shantarakshita is a significant contribution to the
study of Shantarakshita, the foremost thinker of Tibetan Buddhism. The book is an excellent introduction not
only to Tibetan Buddhism, but also a philosophically stimulating text on many of the fundamental topics
from ethics, aesthetics, and epistemology (as viewed by Madhyamika school). The book is also of interest to
students and scholars of comparative philosophy. The chapter on Shankara and the problem of nihilism is of
particular interest to the study of Hinduism and Buddhism. There are insightful analogies between
Shantarakshita and philosophers ranging from Kant to Wittgenstein. Discussion of Shantarakshita's
conception of language in relation to Wittgenstein is particularly noteworthy. An excellent introduction to
Buddhism, in a non-technical vocabulary Friquegnon explains philosophical ideas clearly. The
conversational style of the book will be engaging to students and general readers who are new to the topic.
This book succeeds in demonstrating that Shantarakshita "is truly a philosopher for all seasons."
Shantarakshita's conception of what his philosophy consisted in is what makes his philosophy relevant to all
times: To believe what is in accordance with reason, and to reject what is not in accordance with reason. The
concluding chapter provides a succinct summary of the central theses of Buddhism, the elimination of
suffering through letting go of attachment and craving. The book presents unifying themes from the
introduction to the conclusion. One major theme of the book is the parallel between Shantarakshita and Kant.
Friquegnon explains: I began this study with the claim that Shantarakshita stands at the culminating point of
a tradition, in a way similar to Immanuel Kant. There is indeed a striking similarity between the two
philosophers. Both divide knowledge into the absolute (noumenal) and relative (phenomenal) levels,
considering the absolute as a regulative principle rather than an object of knowledge. Both rejected
skepticism, sense data theory and idealism. The concluding chapter provides a succinct summary of the
central theses of Buddhism, the elimination of suffering through letting go of attachment and craving. -
HYUN HOCHSMANN Chair, Department of Philosophy, New Jersey City University
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita. Try to make the
book A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita as your pal. It means that it can to become your
friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Herman Nelson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of
Santarakshita was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The guide A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A Short
Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Matthew Ibarra:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Sebrina Knapp:

The book untitled A Short Introduction to the Philosophy of Santarakshita contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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