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"Romeo
If I profane with my unworthiest hand
This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand
To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.

Juliet
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,
Which mannerly devotion shows in this;
For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do touch,
And palm to palm is holy palmers' kiss."

---Romeo and Juliet, Act I, Scene V

Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare early in his career about two young star-
crossed lovers whose deaths ultimately reconcile their feuding families. It was among Shakespeare's most
popular plays during his lifetime and, along with Hamlet, is one of his most frequently performed plays.
Today, the title characters are regarded as archetypal young lovers.

Romeo and Juliet belongs to a tradition of tragic romances stretching back to antiquity. Its plot is based on an
Italian tale, translated into verse as The Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet by Arthur Brooke in 1562 and
retold in prose in Palace of Pleasure by William Painter in 1567. Shakespeare borrowed heavily from both
but, to expand the plot, developed supporting characters, particularly Mercutio and Paris. Believed to have
been written between 1591 and 1595, the play was first published in a quarto version in 1597. This text was
of poor quality, and later editions corrected it, bringing it more in line with Shakespeare's original.

Shakespeare's use of his poetic dramatic structure, especially effects such as switching between comedy and
tragedy to heighten tension, his expansion of minor characters, and his use of sub-plots to embellish the
story, has been praised as an early sign of his dramatic skill. The play ascribes different poetic forms to
different characters, sometimes changing the form as the character develops. Romeo, for example, grows
more adept at the sonnet over the course of the play.

Romeo and Juliet has been adapted numerous times for stage, film, musical and opera. During the English
Restoration, it was revived and heavily revised by William Davenant. David Garrick's 18th-century version
also modified several scenes, removing material then considered indecent, and Georg Benda's operatic
adaptation omitted much of the action and added a happy ending. Performances in the 19th century,
including Charlotte Cushman's, restored the original text, and focused on greater realism. John Gielgud's
1935 version kept very close to Shakespeare's text, and used Elizabethan costumes and staging to enhance
the drama. In the 20th and into the 21st century, the play has been adapted in versions as diverse as George
Cukor's comparatively faithful 1936 production, Franco Zeffirelli's 1968 version, Baz Luhrmann's 1996
MTV-inspired Romeo + Juliet and the 2013 non-Shakespearian adaptation by Carlo Carlei.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Crabtree:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Romeo and Juliet: (The
Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare) (Shakespearean tragedies) (Volume 1), you are able
to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a reserve.

Louis Hudson:

The guide with title Romeo and Juliet: (The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare)
(Shakespearean tragedies) (Volume 1) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jon Estrada:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Romeo and Juliet: (The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William
Shakespeare) (Shakespearean tragedies) (Volume 1) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Bethany Archie:

Beside that Romeo and Juliet: (The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare) (Shakespearean
tragedies) (Volume 1) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Romeo and Juliet: (The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare) (Shakespearean tragedies)
(Volume 1) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The



Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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