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How can intense religious beliefs coexist with pluralism in America today? Examining the role of the
religious imagination in contemporary religious practice and in some of the best-known works of American
literature from the past fifty years, Postmodern Belief shows how belief for its own sake--a belief absent of
doctrine--has become an answer to pluralism in a secular age. Amy Hungerford reveals how imaginative
literature and religious practices together allow novelists, poets, and critics to express the formal elements of
language in transcendent terms, conferring upon words a religious value independent of meaning.

Hungerford explores the work of major American writers, including Allen Ginsberg, Don DeLillo, Cormac
McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and Marilynne Robinson, and links their unique visions to the religious worlds
they touch. She illustrates how Ginsberg's chant-infused 1960s poetry echoes the tongue-speaking of
Charismatic Christians, how DeLillo reimagines the novel and the Latin Mass, why McCarthy's prose
imitates the Bible, and why Morrison's fiction needs the supernatural. Uncovering how literature and religion
conceive of a world where religious belief can escape confrontations with other worldviews, Hungerford
corrects recent efforts to discard the importance of belief in understanding religious life, and argues that
belief in belief itself can transform secular reading and writing into a religious act.

Honoring the ways in which people talk about and practice religion, Postmodern Belief highlights the claims
of the religious imagination in twentieth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Postmodern Belief: American
Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jose Anderson:

The actual book Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Lisa Westra:

Beside this kind of Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21) in your phone,
it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Meghan Drucker:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Postmodern Belief: American Literature and
Religion since 1960 (20/21) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Postmodern Belief: American Literature and Religion since 1960 (20/21).
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