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Starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion-that belief in God is merely a product of man's desire for
security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a more satisfying explanation for
atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leadsto arejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that
this "defective father hypothesis' provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers.
A survey of the leading intellectual defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis,
finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female
atheists and a consideration of other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Y et the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needsis so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.
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From reader reviews:
Rosa Rogers:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era

Dora Champagne:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Faith
of the Fatherless. The Psychology of Atheism content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you till thinking Faith of the Fatherless. The Psychology of Atheism is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Faye Berg:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism.

Michael Sweet:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism when you essential it?
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