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The title, “History of Holland,” given to this volume is fully justified by the predominant part which the
great maritime province of Holland took in the War of Independence and throughout the whole of the
subsequent history of the Dutch state and people. In every language the country, comprising the provinces of
Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Friesland, Gelderland, Overyssel and Groningen, has, from the close of the
sixteenth century to our own day, been currently spoken of as Holland, and the people (with the solitary
exception of ourselves) as ‘Hollanders.’ It is only rarely that the terms the Republic of the United Provinces,
or of the United Netherlands, and in later times the Kingdom of the Netherlands, are found outside official
documents. Just as the title “History of England” gradually includes the histories of Wales, of Scotland, of
Ireland, and finally of the widespread British Empire, so is it in a smaller way with the history that is told in
the following pages. That history, to be really complete, should begin with an account of mediaeval Holland
in the feudal times which preceded the Burgundian period; and such an account was indeed actually written,
but the plan of this work, which forms one of the volumes of a series, precluded its publication.
The character, however, of the people of the province of Holland, and of its sister and closely allied province
of Zeeland, its qualities of toughness, of endurance, of seamanship and maritime enterprise, spring from the
peculiar amphibious nature of the country, which differs from that of any other country in the world. The
age-long struggle against the ocean and the river floods, which has converted the marshes, that lay around
the mouths of the Rhine, the Meuse and the Scheldt, by toilsome labour and skill into fertile and productive
soil, has left its impress on the whole history of this people. Nor must it be forgotten how largely this
building up of the elaborate system of dykes, dams and canals by which this water-logged land was
transformed into the Holland of the closing decades of the sixteenth century, enabled her people to offer such
obstinate and successful resistance to the mighty power of Philip II.
The earliest dynasty of the Counts of Holland—Dirks, Floris, and Williams—was a very remarkable one.
Not only did it rule for an unusually long period, 922 to 1299, but in this long period without exception all
the Counts of Holland were strong and capable rulers. The fiefs of the first two Dirks lay in what is now
known as North Holland, in the district called Kennemerland. It was Dirk III who seized from the bishops of
Utrecht some swampy land amidst the channels forming the mouth of the Meuse, which, from the bush
which covered it, was named Holt-land (Holland or Wood-land). Here he erected, in 1015, a stronghold to
collect tolls from passing ships. This stronghold was the beginning of the town of Dordrecht, and from here a
little later the name Holland was gradually applied to the whole county. Of his successors the most illustrious
was William II (1234 to 1256) who was crowned King of the Romans at Aachen, and would have received
from Pope Innocent IV the imperial crown at Rome, had he not been unfortunately drowned while
attempting to cross on horseback an ice-bound marsh…
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book A History of Holland. All type of
book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Carrie Correll:

This A History of Holland tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this A History of Holland can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this A History of Holland giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Sheridan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The A History of Holland provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Cathy Lantz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is A History of Holland this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he
makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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