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The trade in oil, gas, gems, metals and rare earth minerals wreaks havoc in Africa. During the years when
Brazil, India, China and the other “emerging markets” have transformed their economies, Africa’s resource
states remained tethered to the bottom of the industrial supply chain. While Africa accounts for about 30 per
cent of the world’s reserves of hydrocarbons and minerals and 14 per cent of the world’s population, its share
of global manufacturing stood in 2011 exactly where it stood in 2000: at 1 percent.

In his first book, The Looting Machine, Tom Burgis exposes the truth about the African development
miracle: for the resource states, it's a mirage. The oil, copper, diamonds, gold and coltan deposits attract a
global network of traders, bankers, corporate extractors and investors who combine with venal political
cabals to loot the states' value. And the vagaries of resource-dependent economies could pitch Africa’s new
middle class back into destitution just as quickly as they climbed out of it. The ground beneath their feet is as
precarious as a Congolese mine shaft; their prosperity could spill away like crude from a busted pipeline.

This catastrophic social disintegration is not merely a continuation of Africa’s past as a colonial victim. The
looting now is accelerating as never before. As global demand for Africa’s resources rises, a handful of
Africans are becoming legitimately rich but the vast majority, like the continent as a whole, is being fleeced.
Outsiders tend to think of Africa as a great drain of philanthropy. But look more closely at the resource
industry and the relationship between Africa and the rest of the world looks rather different. In 2010, fuel
and mineral exports from Africa were worth $333 billion, more than seven times the value of the aid that
went in the opposite direction. But who received the money? For every Frenchwoman who dies in childbirth,
100 die in Niger alone, the former French colony whose uranium fuels France’s nuclear reactors. In petro-
states like Angola three-quarters of government revenue comes from oil. The government is not funded by
the people, and as result it is not beholden to them. A score of African countries whose economies depend on
resources are rentier states; their people are largely serfs. The resource curse is not merely some unfortunate
economic phenomenon, the product of an intangible force. What is happening in Africa’s resource states is
systematic looting. Like its victims, its beneficiaries have names.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers,
and the Theft of Africa's Wealth. Try to stumble through book The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs,
Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth as your friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marlon Duenas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Looting Machine: Warlords,
Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth book as this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Mary Russell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs,
Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth can be great book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Novella Tinch:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Looting Machine:
Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The



Looting Machine: Warlords, Oligarchs, Corporations, Smugglers, and the Theft of Africa's Wealth can to be
your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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