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Clarence Major is an award-winning painter, fiction writer, and poet--as well as an essayist, editor,
anthologist, lexicographer, and memoirist. He has been part of twenty-eight group exhibitions, has had
fifteen one-man shows, and has published fourteen collections of poetry and nine works of fiction. "The Art
and Life of Clarence Major" is the first critical biography of this innovative African American writer and
visual artist. Given the full cooperation of his subject, Keith E. Byerman traces Major's life and career from
his complex family history in Georgia through his encounters with important literary and artistic figures in
Chicago and New York to his present status as a respected writer, artist, teacher, and scholar living in
California.

In his introduction, Byerman asks, "How does a black man who does not take race as his principal identity,
an artist who deliberately defies mainstream rules, a social and cultural critic who wants to be admired by the
world he attacks, and a creator who refuses to commit to one expressive form make his way in the world?"
Tasking himself with opening up the multiple layers of problems and solutions in both the work and the life
to consider the successes and the failures, Byerman reveals Major as one who has devoted himself to a life of
experimental art that has challenged both literary and painterly practice and the conventional understanding
of the nature of African American art. Major's refusal to follow the rules has challenged readers and critics,
but through it all, he has continued to produce quality work as a painter, poet, and novelist. His is the life of
someone totally devoted to his creative work, one who has put his artistic vision ahead of fame, wealth, and
sometimes even family.

A Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Art and Life of
Clarence Major. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Donald Scott:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Art and Life
of Clarence Major, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book The Art and Life of Clarence Major it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ann McLemore:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book The Art and Life of Clarence Major. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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