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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is a trained political scientist as
well as a judge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicial process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of a law) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how
lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legislative record behind a law is in truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:

Ariane Swanson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One
of them is this Judging Statutes.

Evelyn Nay:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Judging Statutes why because the amazing cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Bryan Lopez:

The book untitled Judging Statutes contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Stephen Stansbury:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Judging Statutes was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Judging Statutes has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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