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As master of novices for ten years (1955–1965) at the Cistercian Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani in
Kentucky, Thomas Merton was responsible for the spiritual formation of young men preparing for monastic
profession. In this volume, three related sets of Merton’s conferences on ancient and contemporary
documents governing the lives of the monks are published for the first time:

• on the Carta Caritatis, or Charter of Charity, the foundational document of the Order of Cîteaux
• on the Consuetudines, the twelfth-century collection of customs and regulations of the Order
• on the twentieth-century Constitutions of the Order, the basic rules by which Merton and his students
actually lived at the time

These conferences form an essential part of the overall picture of Cistercian monastic life that Merton
provided as part of his project of “initiation into the monastic tradition” that is evident in the broad variety of
courses that he put together and taught over the period of his mastership.

As Abbot John Eudes Bamberger, ocso, himself a former student of Merton, notes in his preface to this
volume, “The texts presented in this present book eventually gave rise to the Cistercian way of spiritual
living that continues to contribute to the Church’s witness in this new millennium. This publication is a
witness to the process of transformation that ensures the continuity of the Catholic monastic tradition that
witnesses to the God who, as Saint Augustine observed is ‘ever old and ever new.’”
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From reader reviews:

Meredith Daugherty:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Charter, Customs, and
Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) book as
beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Melissa Becker:

The book Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7
(Monastic Wisdom Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book.
That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Tyron Lenahan:

Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic
Wisdom Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians:
Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Blanche Jackson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Charter, Customs, and Constitutions of the Cistercians: Initiation into the Monastic
Tradition 7 (Monastic Wisdom Series) when you desired it?
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