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Zizhi tongjian Vol 1-8 – Warring States and Qin – Translated by Joseph P Yap Sima Guang (1019-1086 CE)
completed his Zizhi tongjian (Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance) in 1084, a monumental
historiography that commences in 403 BCE and ends in 959 CE, covering a span of 1362 years of ancient
and medieval Chinese history. Qin Mu the eminent contemporary Chinese historian remarks, “Sima Guang
successfully merged the three disciplines of literature, history, and philosophy into one entity.” The Zizhi
tongjian is about historical experience, and Sima Guang maintains that the heads-of-states can learn so much
by studying history. The book has earned high acclaim among Chinese and Asian scholars ever since its
publication. However, only a very small part of the work has been translated into English; hence, the work is
not widely read. This volume of this translation begins in 403 BCE and concludes with the fall of the Qin
Dynasty in 207 BCE. The Zizhi tongian assimilated the exceptional attributes and defining qualities of the
Zuozhuan (the Commentary of Zuo) and the Shiji (Records of the Grand Historian). Since its publication, it
has held a very special and esteemed position among Chinese scholars and historians. Although the work
was principally sponsored and financed by the Song Imperial Court, it was organized and written by private
individuals; it, therefore, deviated significantly from historical texts prepared by court officials during
previous dynasties. In 403 BCE, the once powerful Jin hegemonic state was partitioned into Hann, Wei, and
Zhao. Together with Qi, Qin, Chu and Yan they came to be known as the seven warring states. Sima Guang
in his annotation on the enfeoffment of the three fief lords by the King of Zhou laments over the breakdown
of li (rites). He says, ‘It was not the three Jin ministers who bankrupted the instituted rites; rather, the Son of
Heaven brought on the collapse.’ He contends that as the illegitimate act of partitioning a state by its subjects
was legitimized by the Son of Heaven - the Zhou king was wholly accountable for the demise. Sima Guang
thus chose to commence his chronicle of Zizhi tongjian during the 23rd year of King Weilei of Zhou, 403
BCE, when the Son of Heaven enfeoffed the Jin ministers. The times of the Warring States was about
reforms, political strategies, intrigue, warfares, conquests and wholesale massacres when the major states
vied for control of China. Wei was the first state that made reforms and enjoyed of decades of prosperity and
military strength; it was followed by others in varying forms. The tide turned when Duke Xiao of Qin
ascended to the throne; he made resolve to strengthen his state, and it was the turning point of the Warring
States. Through Shang Yang’s reform, Qin basically laid down the foundation for the final conquest of the
six states. This volume offers the readers a glimpse of the political struggles between the seven states
culuminating in the final unification of China by by the First Emperor Qin Shihuang in 221 BCE. The book
ends with the demise of Qin. When Sima Qian (145?-90 BCE) composed the Shiji (Records of the Grand
Historian) he used all the information that was available to him, numerous errors were incorporated. Sima
Guang, while conducted extensive research, drew copiously on the information from Shiji on the parts of
Warring States, Qin, and early Han, and his work included many of the mistakes made. Ever since much
textual and archaeological information on the Warring States have become available. Yang Kuan, one of the
most eminent contemporary scholars, had conducted extensive textual and archaeological research on the
Warring States, shedding much light on the errors on Shiji, Zhanguoce (Warring States Strategies) and Zizhi
tongjian. The author translated some of his more outstanding articles.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Anderson:

Typically the book Zizhi tongjian: Warring States and Qin Volume 1 to 8 has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Holly Murphy:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Zizhi tongjian: Warring States and Qin Volume 1 to 8.

Rayford Alexander:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Zizhi tongjian: Warring States and
Qin Volume 1 to 8 is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

James Waddell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Zizhi tongjian: Warring States and
Qin Volume 1 to 8 or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Zizhi tongjian: Warring States and Qin Volume 1 to 8 to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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