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Food is not just a physical necessity but also a composite commodity. It is part of a communication system, a
nonverbal medium for expression, and a marker of special events. Bringing together contributions from
fourteen historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and literary critics, Volume XXVIII of Studies in
Contemporary Jewry presents various viewpoints on the subtle and intricate relations between Jews and their
foodways. The ancient Jewish community ritualized and codified the sphere of food; by regulating specific
and detailed culinary laws, Judaism extended and accentuated food's cultural meanings. Modern Jewry is no
longer defined exclusively in religious terms, yet a decrease in the role of religion, including kashrut
observance, does not necessarily entail any diminishment of the role of food. On the contrary, as shown by
the essays in this volume, choices of food take on special importance when Jewish individuals and
communities face the challenges of modernity.

Following an introduction by Sidney Mintz and concluding with an overview by Richard Wilk, the
symposium essays lead the reader from the 20th century to the 21st, across Europe, the Middle East, Africa,
and North America. Through periods of war and peace, voluntary immigrations and forced deportations,
want and abundance, contemporary Jews use food both for demarcating new borders in rapidly changing
circumstances and for remembering a diverse heritage.

Despite a tendency in traditional Jewish studies to focus on "high" culture and to marginalize "low" culture,
Jews and Their Foodways demonstrates how an examination of people's eating habits helps to explain
human life and its diversity through no less than the study of great events, the deeds of famous people, and
the writings of distinguished rabbis.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry).

Allison Price:

The book Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication Jews and Their Foodways (Studies
in Contemporary Jewry). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sheila Nathan:

This book untitled Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Carmela Martin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Jews
and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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