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In the Shadows of State and Capital tells the story of how Ecuadorian peasants gained, and then lost, control
of the banana industry. Providing an ethnographic history of the emergence of subcontracting within Latin
American agriculture and of the central role played by class conflict in this process, Steve Striffler looks at
the quintessential form of twentieth-century U.S. imperialism in the region—the banana industry and, in
particular, the United Fruit Company (Chiquita). He argues that, even within this highly stratified industry,
popular struggle has contributed greatly to processes of capitalist transformation and historical change.
Striffler traces the entrance of United Fruit into Ecuador during the 1930s, its worker-induced departure in
the 1960s, the troubled process through which contract farming emerged during the last half of the twentieth
century, and the continuing struggles of those involved. To explore the influence of both peasant activism
and state power on the withdrawal of multinational corporations from banana production, Striffler draws on
state and popular archives, United Fruit documents, and extensive oral testimony from workers, peasants,
political activists, plantation owners, United Fruit administrators, and state bureaucrats. Through an
innovative melding of history and anthropology, he demonstrates that, although peasant-workers helped
dismantle the foreign-owned plantation, they were unable to determine the broad contours through which the
subsequent system of production—contract farming—emerged and transformed agrarian landscapes
throughout Latin America.
By revealing the banana industry’s impact on processes of state formation in Latin America, In the Shadows
of State and Capital will interest historians, anthropologists, and political scientists, as well as scholars of
globalization and agrarian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this In the Shadows of State and Capital: The United Fruit Company, Popular
Struggle, and Agrarian Restructuring in Ecuador, 1900–1995 (American Encounters/Global Interactions).

Sylvia Dozier:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying In the Shadows of State and Capital:
The United Fruit Company, Popular Struggle, and Agrarian Restructuring in Ecuador, 1900–1995 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick In the Shadows of State and Capital: The United Fruit
Company, Popular Struggle, and Agrarian Restructuring in Ecuador, 1900–1995 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) become your starter.

Katherine Velasquez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the
book as compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. In the Shadows of State and Capital: The United Fruit Company, Popular
Struggle, and Agrarian Restructuring in Ecuador, 1900–1995 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can
be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Sharon Works:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The In



the Shadows of State and Capital: The United Fruit Company, Popular Struggle, and Agrarian Restructuring
in Ecuador, 1900–1995 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) offer you a new experience in reading a
book.
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