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The Grand Army of the Republic, the largest of all Union Army veterans' organizations, was the most
powerful single-issue political lobby of the late nineteenth century, securing massive pensions for veterans
and helping to elect five postwar presidents from its own membership. To its members, it was also a secret
fraternal order, a source of local charity, a provider of entertainment in small municipalities, and a patriotic
organization. Using GAR convention proceedings, newspapers, songs, rule books, and local post records,
Stuart McConnell examines this influential veterans' association during the years of its greatest strength.

Beginning with a close look at the men who joined the GAR in three localities -- Philadelphia; Brockton,
Massachusetts; and Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin - McConnell goes on to examine the Union veterans'
attitudes towards their former Confederate enemies and toward a whole range of noncombatants whom the
verterans called "civilians": stay-at-home townsfolk, Mugwump penion reformers, freedmen, women, and
their own sons and daughters. In the GAR, McConnell sees a group of veterans trying to cope with questions
concerning the extent of society's obligation to the poor and injured, the place of war memories in peacetime,
and the meaning of the "nation" and the individual's relation to it.

McConnell aruges that, by the 1890s, the GAR was clinging to a preservationist version of American
nationalism that many white, middle-class Northerners found congenial in the face of the social upheavals of
that decade. In effect, he concludes, the nineteenth-century career of the GAR is a study in the microcosm of
a nation trying to hold fast to an older image of itself in the face of massive social change.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Robey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic,
1865-1900 (Civil War America). Try to make book Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic,
1865-1900 (Civil War America) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Samuel Stratton:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic,
1865-1900 (Civil War America). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a book Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900
(Civil War America). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Beulah Chavez:

Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900
(Civil War America) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Jason Bradley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Glorious
Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America).
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