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In this comprehensive and engaging volume, medical historian Jonathan Reinarz offers a historiography of
smell from ancient to modern times. Synthesizing existing scholarship in the field, he shows how people
have relied on their olfactory sense to understand and engage with both their immediate environments and
wider corporal and spiritual worlds.

This broad survey demonstrates how each community or commodity possesses, or has been thought to
possess, its own peculiar scent. Through the meanings associated with smells, osmologies develop--what
cultural anthropologists have termed the systems that utilize smells to classify people and objects in ways
that define their relations to each other and their relative values within a particular culture. European
Christians, for instance, relied on their noses to differentiate Christians from heathens, whites from people of
color, women from men, virgins from harlots, artisans from aristocracy, and pollution from perfume.

This reliance on smell was not limited to the global North. Around the world, Reinarz shows, people used
scents to signify individual and group identity in a morally constructed universe where the good smelled
pleasant and their opposites reeked.

With chapters including "Heavenly Scents," "Fragrant Lucre," and "Odorous Others," Reinarz's timely
survey is a useful and entertaining look at the history of one of our most important but least-understood
senses.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Past
Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History).

Thomas Carroll:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a reserve. The book Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Michael Burr:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History).

Christine Flint:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Past Scents:
Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.
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