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Susan Jacoby, an unsparing chronicler of unreason in American culture, now offers an impassioned, tough-
minded critique of the myth that a radically new old age—unmarred by physical or mental deterioration,
financial problems, or intimate loneliness—awaits the huge baby boom generation. Combining historical,
social, and economic analysis with personal experiences of love and loss, Jacoby turns a caustic eye not only
on the modern fiction that old age can be “defied” but also on the sentimental image of a past in which
Americans supposedly revered their elders. 
 
Never Say Die unmasks the fallacies promoted by twenty-first-century hucksters of longevity—including
health gurus claiming that boomers can stay “forever young” if they only live right, self-promoting
biomedical businessmen predicting that ninety may soon become the new fifty and that a “cure” for the
“disease” of aging is just around the corner, and wishful thinkers asserting that older means wiser.
 
The author offers powerful evidence that America has always been a “youth culture” and that the plight of
the neglected old dates from the early years of the republic. Today, as the oldest boomers turn sixty-five, it is
imperative for them to distinguish between marketing hype and realistic hope about what lies ahead for the
more than 70 million Americans who will be beyond the traditional retirement age by 2030. This wide-
ranging reappraisal examines the explosion of Alzheimer’s cases, the uncertain economic future of aging
boomers, the predicament of women who make up an overwhelming majority of the oldest—and
poorest—old, and the illusion that we can control the way we age and die.
 
Jacoby raises the fundamental question of whether living longer is a good thing unless it means living better.
Her book speaks to Americans, whatever their age, who draw courage and hope from facing reality instead
of embracing that oldest of delusions, the fountain of youth.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Chacon:

This Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old Age are generally reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Never Say Die: The Myth and
Marketing of the New Old Age can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old
Age giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Clarence Anderson:

The e-book untitled Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old Age is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old Age
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Christopher Wilkerson:

The reason? Because this Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old Age is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Russell Thomas:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Never Say Die: The Myth and
Marketing of the New Old Age to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the New Old
Age can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of



their time.
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