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In 1837 the Ioways, an Indigenous people who had called most of present-day Iowa and Missouri home,
were suddenly bound by the Treaty of 1836 with the U.S. federal government to restrict themselves to a two-
hundred-square-mile parcel of land west of the Missouri River. Forcibly removed to the newly created Great
Nemaha Agency, the Ioway men, women, and children, numbering nearly a thousand, were promised that
through hard work and discipline they could enter mainstream American society. All that was required was
that they give up everything that made them Ioway. In Ioway Life, Greg Olson provides the first detailed
account of how the tribe met this challenge during the first two decades of the agency’s existence.

Within the Great Nemaha Agency’s boundaries, the Ioways lived alongside the U.S. Indian agent, other
government employees, and Presbyterian missionaries. These outside forces sought to manipulate every
aspect of the Ioways’ daily life, from their manner of dress and housing to the way they planted crops and
expressed themselves spiritually. In the face of the white reformers’ contradictory assumptions—that Indians
could assimilate into the American mainstream, and that they lacked the mental and moral wherewithal to
transform—the Ioways became adept at accepting necessary changes while refusing religious and cultural
conversion. Nonetheless, as Olson’s work reveals, agents and missionaries managed to plant seeds of
colonialism that would make the Ioways susceptible to greater government influence later on—in particular,
by reducing their self-sufficiency and undermining their traditional structure of leadership.

Ioway Life offers a complex and nuanced picture of the Ioways’ efforts to retain their tribal identity within
the constrictive boundaries of the Great Nemaha Agency. Drawing on diaries, newspapers, and
correspondence from the agency’s files and Presbyterian archives, Olson offers a compelling case study in
U.S. colonialism and Indigenous resistance.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

The book Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series)
has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Dennis Johnson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Ioway Life: Reservation
and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) that give your fun preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform,
1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) become your own starter.

Ruben Jenkins:

The book untitled Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Gloria Lafreniere:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860
(The Civilization of the American Indian Series) as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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