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Jamaican-born novelist and sociologist Erna Brodber describes Myal as "an exploration of the links between
the way of life forged by the people of two points of the black diaspora the Afro-Americans and the Afro-
Jamaicans." Operating on many literary levels thematically, linguistically, stylistically it is the story of
women's cultural and spiritual struggle in colonial Jamaica.

The novel opens at the beginning of the 20th century with a community gathering to heal the mysterious
illness of a young woman, Ella, who has returned to Jamaica after an unsuccessful marriage abroad. The
Afro-Jamaican religion myal, which asserts that good has the power to conquer all, is invoked to heal Ella,
who has been left "zombified" and devoid of any black soul. Ella, who is light skinned enough to pass for
white, has suffered a breakdown after her white American husband produced a black-face minstrel show
based on the stories of her village and childhood. This cultural appropriation is one of a series Ella
encountered in her life, and parallels the ongoing theft of the labor and culture of colonized peoples for
imperial gain and pleasure.

The novel's rich, vivid language and vital characters earned it the Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Canada
and the Caribbean. The novel links nicely with Brodber's coming-of-age story, Jane & Louisa Will Soon
Come Home, also from Waveland Press, for its similar images, themes, and specific Jamaican cultural
references to colonialism, religion, slavery, gender, and identity. Both novels are Brodber's way of telling
stories outside of published history to point out the whitewashing and distortion of black history through
religion and colonialism.

Titles of related interest from Waveland Press: Brodber, Jane and Louisa Will Soon Come Home (ISBN
9781478622840); Hodge, Crick Crack, Monkey (ISBN 9781478606598); Lovelace, The Wine of
Astonishment (ISBN 9781478611271); and Warner-Vieyra, Juletane (ISBN 9781478611783).
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

This Myal usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Myal can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Myal forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Linda Gordon:

The guide untitled Myal is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Myal from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Kevin Lewis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Myal this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Rachel Wessels:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Myal when you needed it?
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