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First published in 1863, Five Weeks in a Balloon depicts an insightful journey undertaken by a group of
intrepid explorers into the partly uncharted African continent, as they aim to explore its exotic wonders.
Apart from concentrating on themes including exploration, loyalty, friendship, determination, and honor, the
novel also offers an endearing set of jovial characters and vivid imagery. Furthermore, the novel is the first
book in Verne’s distinguished Voyages Extraordinaires series. The adventure begins when Dr. Samuel
Fergusson attempts to devise a mechanism to allow him to travel across the unexplored regions of Africa, an
objective that many before him have tried and failed. Dr. Fergusson continues to put forward his calculations
on just how the trip is to be carried out, including details on the how the balloon filled with hydrogen would
work. The journey across Africa in itself presents quite the challenge, let alone attempting the dangerous
expedition on an ingenious invention never before tested. Subsequently, he sets out on the daring escapade
together with his trusted servant Joe and his friend Richard Kennedy, as they aim to traverse the continent
from the east to the west coast. Although much of their time is spent on observing the scenery, landscape,
and general interior of Africa, the contrasting trio also falls subject to the many threats that can be expected
on such a valiant trip. Consequently, the group must escape a variety of setbacks including rescuing a
missionary from a sacrificial ritual, prevailing over an attack by vultures, and organizing a rescue mission for
one of their own companions. In addition to offering a gripping tale of bold travel and innovative
transportation, Verne also adds historical detail to the novel, as he gives detailed descriptions and references
to various exploratory expeditions into Africa by notable explorers of the time including Sir Richard Burton,
John Hanning Speke, and Heinrich Barth. The novel also confirms Verne’s scientific aptitude and vast
imagination, as he offers plausible and thorough calculations, which set the premise for the author’s other
scientifically formulated works. A piece rich in description, Five Weeks in a Balloon is a definite must-read
for those who wish to experience Verne’s early contribution to the world of fiction. Includes unique
illustrations!
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Five Weeks in a Balloon.

Alan Fan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Five Weeks in a Balloon. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Five Weeks in a
Balloon. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's study.

Charles Carey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Five Weeks in a Balloon.

Tamiko Harmon:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely Five Weeks in a Balloon.
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