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When the 1990 English docudrama Who Bombed Birmingham? cast serious doubt on the guilt of six men
convicted of bombing two British pubs in 1974, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher declared that a "television
program alters nothing." But, as Alan Rosenthal concludes, Thatcher was wrong. The film engendered a new
inquiry that led to the release of the convicted men.

Rosenthal notes that docudrama wields more influence than the average documentary and that "reality-based
stories taken from topical journalism are the most popular drama genre on U.S. and British television today."
This three-part collection of diverse and provocative essays addresses the dominant questions and
controversies the genre poses.

Defining and examining the rationale of docudrama, the nine essayists in the first part discuss the history and
development of docudrama on TV and in film; they also consider the place of truth in docudrama, the main
critiques of the form, and the audience's susceptibilities and expectations. In investigating the actual
filmmaking process, the eight essays in the second part focus on how "docudrama as a 'commodity' is created
in the United States and England." Part essay, part case study, and part interview, this section also explores
how Hollywood and the commercial networks as well as producers and writers work and think. The final
part presents an in-depth critique of a number of controversial docudramas that have helped form and shape
public opinion, including Battleship Potemkin, Roots, Reds, JFK, Mississippi Burning, Schindler's List, and
In the Name of the Father.

In addition to Rosenthal, the contributors are John Corner, George F. Custen, David Edgar, Leslie Fishbein,
George MacDonald Fraser, Todd Gitlin, Douglas Gomery, Richard Grenier, Sumiko Higashi, Tom W.
Hoffer, Jerry Kuehl, Steve Lipkin, Yosefa Loshitsky, Ian McBride, Richard Alan Nelson, Conor Cruise
O'Brien, Derek Paget, Robert A. Rosenstone, Betsy Sharkey, Irene Shubik, Jeff Silverman, D. J. Wenden,
Sita Williams, and Leslie Woodhead.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Here thing why this kind of Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV giving you information deeper
as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Why
Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV
in e-book can be your alternative.

David Hester:

The experience that you get from Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Why Docudrama?:
Fact-Fiction on Film and TV instantly.

Jane Rich:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Why Docudrama?:
Fact-Fiction on Film and TV suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TVis a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

James Helm:

The e-book with title Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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