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This book is a study of polyandry, wife-selling, and a variety of related practices in China during the Qing
dynasty (1644-1912). By analyzing over 1200 legal cases from local and central court archives, Matthew
Sommer explores the functions played by marriage, sex, and reproduction in the survival strategies of the
rural poor under conditions of overpopulation, worsening sex ratios, and shrinking farm sizes. Polyandry and
wife-selling represented opposite ends of a spectrum of strategies. At one end, polyandry was a means to
keep the family together by expanding it. A woman would bring in a second husband in exchange for his
help supporting her family. In contrast, wife sale was a means to survive by breaking up a family: a husband
would secure an emergency infusion of cash while his wife would escape poverty and secure a fresh start
with another man.

Even though Qing law prohibited both practices under the rubric “illicit sexual relations,” Sommer shows
how magistrates charged with propagating and enforcing a fundamentalist Confucian vision of female
chastity tried to cope with their social reality in the face of daunting poverty. This contradiction illuminates
both the pragmatism of routine adjudication and the increasingly dysfunctional nature of the dynastic state in
the face of mounting social crisis. By casting a spotlight on the rural poor and the experiences of both men
and women, Sommer provides an alternative to the standard paradigms of women’s history that have long
dominated scholarship on gender and sexuality in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carolyn Franklin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing
Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions. All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Margo Soares:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Polyandry and
Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions suitable to you? The
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing
Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventionsis the one of several books that will everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Georgia Yorke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Polyandry and Wife-Selling in
Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions.
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