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From the hugely acclaimed author of Three Strong Women—*a masterpiece of narrative ingenuity and
emotional extremes’ (The New York Times)—here is a harrowing and subtly crafted novel of awoman
captive to a secret shame.

On the first Tuesday of every month, Clarisse Riviére leaves her husband and young daughter and secretly
takes the train to Bordeaux to visit her mother, Ladivine. Just as Clarisse’' s husband and daughter know
nothing of Ladivine, Clarisse herself has hidden nearly every aspect of her adult life from this woman, whom
she dreads and despises but also pities. Long ago abandoned by Clarisse’ s father, Ladivine works as a
housecleaner and has no one but her daughter, whom she knows as Malinka.

After more than twenty-five years of this deception, the idyllic middle-class existence Clarisse has built from
scratch can no longer survive inside the walls she’ s put up to protect it. Her untold anguish leaves her cold
and guarded, her loved ones forever trapped outside, looking in. When her husband, Richard, finally leaves
her, Clarisse finds comfort in the embrace of avolatile local man, Freddy Moliger. With Freddy, she finally
feelsreconciled to, or at least at ease with, her true self. But this peace comes at aterrible price. Clarisse will
be brutally murdered, and it will be left to her now-grown daughter, who also bears the name Ladivine
without knowing why, to work out who her mother was and what happened to her.

A mesmerizing and heart-stopping psychological tale of a traumathat ensnares three generations of women,
Ladivine proves Marie NDiaye to be one of Europe’ s great storytellers.

Trandated from the French by Jordan Stump
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From reader reviews:
Stephan Partin:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Ladivine: A novel. Y ou can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant the book Ladivine: A novel. Y ou can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open abook or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Bar bara Goodman:

The particular book Ladivine: A novel will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain theideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book Ladivine: A novel is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Etsuko Siler:

The book untitled Ladivine: A novel isthe book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of study when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of
Ladivine: A novel from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Higby:

This Ladivine: A novel is brand new way for you who has fascination to ook for some information as it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having little digest in reading this Ladivine: A novel can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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