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The biblical story of King David and his conflict with King Saul (1 and 2 Samuel) is one of the most colorful
and perennially popular in the Hebrew Bible. In recent years, this story has attracted a great deal of scholarly
attention, much of it devoted to showing that David was a far less heroic character than appears on the
surface. Indeed, more than one has painted David as a despicable tyrant. Paul Borgman provides a counter-
reading to these studies, through an attentive reading of the narrative patterns of the text. He focuses on one
of the key features of ancient Hebrew narrative poetics -- repeated patterns -- taking special note of even the
small variations each time a pattern recurs. He argues that such "hearing cues" would have alerted an ancient
audience to the answers to such questions as "Who is David?" and "What is so wrong with Saul?" The
narrative insists on such questions, says Borgman, slowly disclosing answers through patterns of repeated
scenarios and dominant motifs that yield, finally, the supreme work of storytelling in ancient literature.
Borgman concludes with a comparison with Homer's storytelling technique, demontrating that the David
story is indeed a masterpiece and David (as Baruch Halpern has said) "the first truly modern human."
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient
Story. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
a book David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Frank Craver:

The knowledge that you get from David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story instantly.

Dixie Love:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story
can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Chavez:

You will get this David, Saul, and God: Rediscovering an Ancient Story by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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