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"No work in modern literature, with the possible exception of Uncle Tom's Cabin, can compete with What Is
to Be Done? in its effect on human lives and its power to make history. For Chernyshevsky's novel, far more
than Marx's Capital, supplied the emotional dynamic that eventually went to make the Russian
Revolution."?Joseph Frank, The Southern Review

Almost from the moment of its publication in 1863, Nikolai Chernyshevsky's novel, What Is to Be Done?,
had a profound impact on the course of Russian literature and politics. The idealized image it offered of
dedicated and self-sacrificing intellectuals transforming society by means of scientific knowledge served as a
model of inspiration for Russia's revolutionary intelligentsia. On the one hand, the novel's condemnation of
moderate reform helped to bring about the irrevocable break between radical intellectuals and liberal
reformers; on the other, Chernyshevsky's socialist vision polarized conservatives' opposition to institutional
reform. Lenin himself called Chernyshevsky "the greatest and most talented representative of socialism
before Marx"; and the controversy surrounding What Is to Be Done? exacerbated the conflicts that
eventually led to the Russian Revolution.

Michael R. Katz's readable and compelling translation is now the definitive unabridged English-language
version, brilliantly capturing the extraordinary qualities of the original. William G. Wagner has provided full
annotations to Chernyshevsky's allusions and references and to the, sources of his ideas, and has appended a
critical bibliography. An introduction by Katz and Wagner places the novel in the context of nineteenth-
century Russian social, political, and intellectual history and literature, and explores its importance for
several generations of Russian radicals.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This What Is to Be Done?
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Teresa Hunter:

The book untitled What Is to Be Done? is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of What
Is to Be Done? from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Candice Sharkey:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This What Is to Be Done? is simple to develop
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Tamela Campbell:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book What Is to Be Done? to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book What Is to
Be Done? can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of this time.
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