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A groundbreaking monograph on Yuan dynasty Buddhism, Illusory Abiding offers a cultural history of
Buddhism through a case study of the eminent Chan master Zhongfeng Mingben. Natasha Heller
demonstrates that Mingben, and other monks of his stature, developed a range of cultural competencies
through which they navigated social and intellectual relationships. They mastered repertoires internal to their
tradition?for example, guidelines for monastic life?as well as those that allowed them to interact with
broader elite audiences, such as the ability to compose verses on plum blossoms. These cultural exchanges
took place within local, religious, and social networks?and at the same time, they comprised some of the
very forces that formed these networks in the first place. This monograph contributes to a more robust
account of Chinese Buddhism in late imperial China, and demonstrates the importance of situating monks as
actors within broader sociocultural fields of practice and exchange.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wilson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Illusory Abiding: The Cultural
Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben (Harvard East Asian Monographs) book as beginner
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Iona Calhoun:

The particular book Illusory Abiding: The Cultural Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable
to you. The book Illusory Abiding: The Cultural Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Weil:

The e-book untitled Illusory Abiding: The Cultural Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Illusory Abiding:
The Cultural Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben (Harvard East Asian Monographs) from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Frances Pierce:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Illusory Abiding: The Cultural
Construction of the Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is simple to develop
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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