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John Updike's fiftieth book and fifth collection of assorted prose, most of it first published in The New
Yorker, brings together eight years' worth of essays, criticism, addresses, introductions, humorous
feuilletons, and -- in a concluding section, "Personal Matters" -- paragraphs on himself and his work. More
matter, indeed, in an age which, his introduction states, wants "real stuff -- the dirt, the poop, the nitty gritty -
- and not . . . the obliquities and tenuosities of fiction."

Still, the fiction writer's affectionate, shaping hand can be detected in many of these considerations. Herman
Melville, Edith Wharton, Sinclair Lewis, Dawn Powell, Henry Green, John Cheever, Vladimir Nabokov, and
W. M. Spackman are among the authors extensively treated, along with such more general literary matters as
the nature of evil, the philosophical content of novels, and the wreck of the Titanic. Biographies of Isaac
Newton and Queen Elizabeth II, Abraham Lincoln and Nathaniel Hawthorne, Robert Benchley and Helen
Keller, are reviewed, always with a lively empathy. Two especially scholarly disquisitions array twentieth-
century writing about New York City and sketch the ancient linkage between religion and literature. An
illustrated section contains sharp-eyed impressions of movies, photographs, and art. Even the slightest of
these pieces can twinkle.

Updike is a writer for whom print is a mode of happiness: he says of his younger self, "The magazine rack at
the corner drugstore beguiled me with its tough gloss," and goes on to claim, "An invitation into print, from
however suspect a source, is an opportunity to make something beautiful, to discover within oneself a
treasure that would otherwise have remained buried."
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From reader reviews:

Marietta Allred:

The event that you get from More Matter: Essays and Criticism could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but More Matter: Essays and Criticism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this More Matter: Essays and Criticism instantly.

Hubert Wooten:

This More Matter: Essays and Criticism are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this More Matter: Essays and Criticism can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this More Matter: Essays and
Criticism forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This More Matter: Essays and Criticism can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Houston Estes:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this More Matter: Essays and Criticism can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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